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Mali 2026: The Turning Point for
Russia’s Africa Corps

In April 2026 Russia lost Kidal, its one trophy in Mali, and Africa Corps fell back
to defend Bamako. Also here: the defense minister killed at Kati, the battle for Anefis,
new Russian drones, and why Moscow still backs Goita.

Sergey Konyashin - sergey@konyashin.com July 30, 2026

Africa Corps in Mali lost in a few days what Wagner had presented as its one real victory. On
April 25, 2026, Tuareg separatists of the FLA and the al-Qaeda-linked JNIM attacked together
for the first time, and within weeks Kidal was back in rebel hands, Mali’s defense minister was
dead and the Russian contingent had pulled back to defend Bamako. This report, dated July 30,

2026, reads the offensive as the turning point of the Russian presence in the Sahel.

From Kidal to the defense of Bamako

The report sets out what is documented: the strikes on Bamako, Kati and the northern towns,
the downed Africa Corps helicopter, the withdrawal by agreement from Kidal, Tessalit,
Aguelhok, Tessit and Ber, and the fuel convoy of more than 800 tankers escorted into a capital
under blockade. It also follows the war of interpretation, in which Moscow called the offensive

an attempted coup and its opponents called it a military campaign.

How Africa Corps in Mali responded

No large reinforcement followed. The corps cut its ground presence, shifted to aviation
and drones, received its first Geran-type drones in May and left the northern ground war
to the Malian army. The battle for Anefis in July shows the limits of that approach.
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Pinpoint reinforcements of personnel are also arriving, but they are local and tactical in nature
— and they are taking losses. The July battle for Anefis is illustrative: this is the hub base from
which Malian—Russian forces have been launching Turkish Bayraktar TB2s since November
2023. On July 5, FAMa, Africa Corps, and a pro-Russian Tuareg militia sent a reinforcement
column from Gao toward besieged Anefis, but the FLA and JNIM destroyed it in an ambush,
shooting down yet another Russian Mi-24 near Tabrichat and encircling the garrison. On July
7, two I1-76 transports flew matériel and reinforcements from Bamako to Gao, after which

an even larger column was dispatched. In other words, this is not a strategic build-up but

an attempt merely to increase pressure on specific besieged points — so far without serious
success.

Sergey Konyashin, Mali 2026: The Turning Point for Russia’s Africa Corps
(Africa Now, Démarche, July 30, 2026)

Meanwhile Bamako is turning to Turkey, Iran and China as well. The report asks whether Russia

still has the resources for a real counterinsurgency campaign or has
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