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Burkina Faso Offers Crimea 2,000
Workers
Burkina Faso offers Crimea up to 2,000 workers as Sahel envoys tour the peninsula,
and France freezes its security ties with Mali. Also here: Sudan’s new foreign minister
meets Russia’s envoy, and Guinea’s one-sided referendum campaign.

Sergey Konyashin · sergey@konyashin.com September 19, 2025

Sahel ambassadors in Crimea came with more than courtesy. Envoys of Mali, Burkina Faso
and Niger toured Russian-annexed Crimea, and Burkina Faso’s Ambassador Aristide Tapsoba
offered up to 2,000 qualified workers for Crimean enterprises: 2–3 months of intensive Russian
language study, then 2–3 years of contract work. Crimean officials said the region lacks labor
in construction and agriculture. The same issue reports that France froze counterterrorism
cooperation with Mali, which had continued despite strained relations, after the arrest
of a French embassy employee accused of intelligence work.

The Africa Now bulletin of September 19, 2025 brings together 16 stories, drawn from official
statements, government decrees, press conferences and regional media.

Scope

Russia’s partners appear across the continent. Sudan’s new Foreign Minister Mohieldin Salem
met Ambassador Andrey Chernovol, Russia and Egypt moved toward an airworthiness
agreement after Alexey Overchuk’s visit to Cairo, and Nigeria’s Yusuf Maitama Tuggar named
nuclear energy, steel and technology as promising areas of cooperation with Moscow. In Rabat,
Positive Technologies ran a cyber battle in which Moroccan teams took all three prizes.

In politics, Guinea’s referendum campaign closed with no visible opposition, both main parties
in Malawi claimed victory before official results, Niger suspended 400 private security
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companies, and Chad’s opposition demanded an investigation into the killing of Yaya Dillo.
Sudan opened its embassy in Bamako.

The issue also covers Morocco’s 460 million euro modernization of the port of Casablanca,
Ethiopia’s new Bishoftu International Airport, the trade negotiations roadmap agreed by South
Africa and the United States, and a session on viral storytelling organized by the African
Initiative news agency at the World Youth Festival gathering in Nizhny Novgorod.

Excerpt

“ Burkina Faso is prepared to send up to 2,000 qualified workers to Crimea, according
to Ambassador Aristide Rapugdondba Ludovic Tapsoba during meetings with relevant
Crimean Republic ministry representatives. The proposed scheme involves 2–3 months
of intensive Russian language study, followed by 2–3 years of contract work at Crimean
enterprises, after which specialists return home with gained experience.

Crimean Deputy Economic Development Minister Sergey Korolyov noted the region indeed
experiences labor shortages, particularly in construction and agriculture sectors. He indicated
the initiative would be thoroughly reviewed in conjunction with the republic’s labor and social
protection ministry.

Sergey Konyashin, Burkina Faso Offers Crimea 2,000 Workers
(Africa Now, Démarche, September 19, 2025)
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A B O U T

I am Sergey Konyashin, a former Russian diplomat.
I spent nearly a dozen years in the Russian Foreign
Ministry, with postings in Yemen (2010–2013), Sudan
(2014–2018) and Algeria (2019–2021), and left Russia
in 2022, after Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.

Démarche is my independent journal on Russian policy
in the Middle East and Africa: analysis from inside
the system, for readers outside it. I also write for
The Moscow Times, Republic, The Insider and other
independent outlets; see konyashin.com/elsewhere
for that work.

R E P O R T S  O N  R E Q U E S T

Need a briefing on Russian policy in a particular
country or region? I prepare reports on request. Write
to reports@konyashin.com with your question,
deadline and preferred format, and I will reply with
a proposal.

I N S T I T U T I O N S  A N D  M E D I A

For team access to reports, licensing, or republication
of articles and reports, please write
to partners@konyashin.com and tell me about your
organisation and what you have in mind.

R E A D E R S

Please write to demarche@konyashin.com with
questions and comments about Démarche, or to point
out anything that needs fixing: a factual or language
error, a layout glitch, a page that does not work as it
should. Suggestions for improving the site are always
welcome.

P U R C H A S E S  A N D  D O W N L O A D S

If something went wrong with a payment
or a download, write to support@konyashin.com
and I will put it right.
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